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Thompson takes the helm of VT-7
From Staff Reports

 The “Eagles” of Training Squadron 7 (VT-7) held a change of com-
mand ceremony on April 28 in the hangar onboard Naval Air Sta-
tion Meridian. Cmdr. Greg Enzinger was relieved by Cmdr. Bradley 
Thompson during the event. 
	 Enzinger,	who	served	as	the	squadron’s	commanding	officer	since	
January 2022, retired after 20 years of U.S. Naval service.  During his 
15	months	as	commanding	officer,	 the	squadron	accrued	more	 than	
35,000	flight	hours	and	1,400	carrier	arrested	landings.		The	squadron	
also designated 153 Naval aviators consisting of Navy, Marine Corps 
and international pilots.  These accomplishments were achieved not 
only	from	local	flight	operations	in	Meridian,	but	also	stretched	from	
coast-to-coast including detachments in San Diego and El Centro, 
California; Jacksonville and Key West, Florida; and Rome, N.Y.
	 Under	Enzinger’s	leadership,	VT-7	conducted	four	Carrier	Qualifi-
cation detachments and seven other training detachments, and out-
produced all other training squadrons in the Naval Air Training Com-
mand student goals.  
 Thompson takes the helm of the squadron after serving 15 months 
as	the	executive	officer	from	January	2022	to	April	2023.	
=VT-7, page 2

Navy Region Southeast holds change of command ceremony
By Navy Region Southeast 

Public Affairs

 Commander, Navy Region 
Southeast (CNRSE) held a 
change of command ceremony 
aboard Naval Air Station Jack-
sonville, May 5. 
 During the ceremony, Cap-
tain Ian L. Johnson relieved 
Rear Adm. Wes R. McCall as the 
Region’s commander. The time-
honored ceremony marked an 
end to McCall’s leadership of the 
command that he has headed 
since April 2021. 
 CNRSE is the U.S. Navy’s 
largest shore enterprise com-
ponent, providing support to 
18 installations and more than 
500 smaller facilities across the 
southeastern United States and 
the Caribbean. CNRSE oversees 
over $10 billion in Navy infra-
structure and more than 9,000 

personnel towards ensuring the 
success of the Navy’s operational 
missions.   
 Vice Adm. Yancy Lindsey, 
Commander, Navy Installa-
tions Command, served as the 
guest speaker for the ceremony. 

He presented McCall with the 
Legion of Merit for his perfor-
mance of outstanding services 
and achievements. 
 “From managing the third-
most active Atlantic Hurricane 
season	on	record,	securing	$540	
million in restoration projects, 
saving	 the	 Navy	 $400	 million	
through IGSA [Inter-Govern-
ment Support Agreement] part-
nerships and grants, to being 
a champion for our Sailors and 
families throughout the South-
east, the list of Wes’s accom-
plishments during his time at 
the Region is truly extraordi-
nary,” said Lindsey. 
 Originally from Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma, McCall graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1990, earning a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Oceanography. He later 
went on to become a Naval Avia-
tor and earned a Master of Arts 

in National Security and Stra-
tegic Studies. McCall reported 
to CNRSE from his previous as-
signment as executive assistant 
to the Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Energy, Installations 
and Environment. McCall will 
be going on to head Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic in Norfolk, Virgin-
ia. 
 He thanked the installations, 
the community, and the Navy 
Region Southeast staff.
 “To the team:  keep doing 
what you do,” McCall said. “I 
am very proud of the work we 
accomplished, all while focusing 
on the Region’s core principles, 
of people, installations, innova-
tion,	 supporting	 the	 warfighter	
and resiliency. Working with you 
all was an absolute pleasure, 
and I will miss each and every 
one of you.”

NAS Meridian participates in Hurricane Exercise/Citadel Gale 2023

Photo by MC2 Molly Crawford
CAPT Robert Lanane, center, commodore of Training Air Wing 
ONE, salutes CDR Bradley Thompson, incoming commanding 
officer of Training Squadron SEVEN, during a change of 
command ceremony in the hangar onboard NAS Meridian, 
April 28. Thompson relieved CDR Greg Enzinger during the 
ceremony; Enzinger retired after 20 years of Naval service.

Read more, click here
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Left: Fire & Emergency Services personnel and Installation Training Team members participate in Hurricane Exercise/Citadel 
Gale 2023 (HURREX/CG-23) onboard NAS Meridian, May 4. Right: Fire & Emergency Services personnel crane a simulated 
injured service member from the second floor during the exercise. HURREX/CG 2023 is designed to train and enhance 
shore and afloat commands destructive weather preparedness and recovery plans prior to the onset of hurricane season. 
The exercise also creates opportunities for fleet and installation teams to practice their external coordination processes, 
strengthening relationships with local/state partners so that the Navy is ready to support during what is predicted to be an 
active 2023 hurricane season.  
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Hotlines & Helpful Numbers
SAPR Victim Assistance: 601-604-3037

SAPR Civilian Victim Assistance: 601-486-3122
SARC: 601-481-4274

SAFE Helpline: 877-995-5247
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

Military OneSource: 800-342-9647
CEAP (DoN Civilian): 844-366-2327
EAP (NAF Civilian): 800-932-0034

FFSC Meridian: 601-679-2360
Chaplain: 601-604-2015

NMCRS Duty Cell: 601-604-2206
EEO (NAF): 866-295-0328
EEO (GS): 904-542-2802

 There was a naval aviator designation ceremony April 28 on-
board Naval Air Station Meridian. 
 Two aviators received their “Wings of Gold” during the cer-
emony. The naval aviator designation ceremony is not prescribed 
specifically	by	U.S.	Navy	regulations,	but	has	emerged	as	an	hon-
ored product of the rich heritage of naval tradition. It marks the 
culmination of nearly two years of specialized training, which 
has	prepared	 these	 officers	 for	 the	 rigorous	 demands	 of	 aerial	
combat and carrier operations -- earning each the title of “Naval 
Aviator” and the right to wear the coveted “Wings of Gold.”

Two aviators earn ‘Wings of Gold’ 
in April pinning ceremony

Golden Stick

Photo by Adam Prince
Laura Carmichael, representative from the Mississippi 
Council of the Navy League, left, presents the Golden Stick 
award to LTJG Gabrielle Labuskes during a ceremony in the 
Chapel onboard NAS Meridian, April 28. The Golden Stick 
is awarded to the student naval aviator with the highest 
composite score achieved during training.

LTJG Gabrielle Labuskes 1STLT Calvin Shoop

=VT-7 
 Thompson,	a	native	 of	Parsons,	Kansas,	 is	 a	2004	graduate	 of	
the United States Naval Academy earning a Bachelor of Science in 
English. After receiving his commission, Thompson reported to Na-
val	Air	Station	Pensacola,	Florida,	for	flight	training	and	earned	his	
Wings of Gold from VT-7 in January 2008. He then reported to the 
“Rough Raiders” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 125 in Lemoore, 
Calif.,	for	initial	fleet	training	in	the	F/A-18	Hornet.
 Thompson has completed deployments aboard the USS George 
Washington (CVN-73) and the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-
69) – as well as several shore tours in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
 Thompson was selected to attend the U.S. Naval War College in 
Newport, Rhode Island in 2018 to begin a graduate degree program. 
Thompson graduated with distinction in March 2019 and earned a 
Master of Arts in Defense and Strategic Studies.
 Following his time in Newport, Thompson served as an action 
officer,	Joint	Staff,	J-6	Directorate,	and	directly	supported	the	cy-
bersecurity division by assessing more than 50 Joint Information 
Systems. While on the Joint Staff, he was selected to serve as the 
executive assistant to the Director, Joint Staff J-6.  
	 Thompson	has	accumulated	over	2,000	flight	hours	and	508	car-
rier arrested landings, including 23 combat missions. His awards 
include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Strike/Flight 
Air Medal, Navy Commendation Medal, and Navy/Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal (3 awards) and various service awards and rib-
bons.

SAAPM Month Walk a Mile

ASF Graduation

Left: NAS Meridian’s Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator, Jen Nissen, 
speaks to staff and students from 
the Navy Technical Training Center 
on the importance of Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month 
(SAAPM). Below: Sailors from the 
Navy Technical Training Center 
Meridian walk together as part of the 
SAAPM “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes” 
onboard NAS Meridian, April 28. 
SAAPM is recognized in April by both 
civilian and military communities. 

Photos by MC2 Molly Crawford

ASF Instructor Major 
James Davis, left, joins 
Sgt. John Duarte, PSSN 
Lauren Townsend 
and Instructor Major 
Kenneth Harris at a 
graduation ceremony, 
April 28. Military members 
from various tenant 
commands supplement 
NAS Meridian’s security 
department on the ASF 
team and must complete 
several weeks of intensive 
training.

Photo by Penny Randall



Local  Happenings
May
13: State Games of Mississippi Youth Slow-Pitch Softball begins
at 9 a.m. at the Northeast Softball Complex, 730 Newell Road in
Meridian. Entry Fee: $230 - Maximum of 15 players & 2 coaches,
$175 - 6U T-ball. Registration deadline is Tuesday, May 9. Visit our
website for more information - stategamesofms.org or call 601-482-
0205.

16: The Beach Boys at 7:30 p.m. at the MSU Riley Center. 
For more than 60 years, The Beach Boys have spread musical 
sunshine. Ticket information coming soon; call 601-483-9810.

19-20: Soule’ Spring Steam-Up from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Soule 
Steam Feed Works. Introducing Mississippi Industrial Heritage 
Museum’s newest Springtime event that brings live steam to the 
Meridian area. Admission is $10; call 601-917-3471.

18-21: US11 Antique Alley Yard Sale all day event on US Hwy 
11 North. Yard sales, vendor sales, great food and entertainment 
all along the way. Local East Mississippi and West Alabama 
vendor sites available. For list or info check local website at www.
msantiquealley.com.

29: Memorial Day Tribute at the Lauderdale County Court House, 
500 Constitution Ave., Meridian, MS 39301 at 10 a.m. The keynote 
speaker is Col. Cynthia Smith, 186th Air Refueling Wing, Key Field. 

June
1: Get the Scoop Education Expo from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the 
EMEPA Meridian Office Auditorium, 2128 Highway 39 North. 
Enjoy free Mississippi State Bully ice cream while gaining valuable 
knowledge and resources on energy savings, electrical and weather 
safety, and high-speed fiber internet. Call 601-581-8623.

2: State Games of Mississippi Opening Ceremony from 5-9 
p.m. at Meridian City Hall. Food and beverage booths open at 5 
p.m; Parade of Athletes begins at 7:30 p.m.; and the ceremonies 
conclude with fireworks at 8:30 p.m. Event free to the public; call 
601-482-0205.

19: Juneteenth & Al Wilson Day Celebration from noon-4 p.m. 
at the Mississippi Arts + Entertainment Experience. Meridian Mayor 
Jimmie Smith proclaimed June 19 “Al Wilson Day” in 2022. This 
will be a celebration of this proclamation and Juneteenth. For 
information call, Laura Hester at 601-581-1550, ext 35.

Listings in the “Sale...Or” column are free for anyone who works at NAS Meridian. 
To include your announcement, email adam.w.prince.civ@us.navy.mil 

Sale... Or
New Price 21 foot - 

2021 Jayco Travel Camp-
er. Like new; beige & wal-
nut interior and mattress 
kept in original plastic. 
Selling to upgrade to larg-
er size – Price is $15,000 
some accessories includ-
ed. To view or request pics 
please contact: Gary 601-
575-5062.

2018 Mallard M185 
Travel Trailer. Sleeps 4 
with 1 queen bed/2 bunks. 
Easy to tow at 3,575 lbs; 
only selling because mili-

tary member is moving 
overseas. Great living 
quarters with lake view. 
Hooked up and ready to 
live in, including cables, 
hoses, plus the $500 tow-
ing kit. Asking $17,000. 
Call 360-434-3035.

2018 Subaru Outback 
2.5 limited, 12k miles; 
Subaru safety features 
and warranties included. 
Asking $29k. Call 601-
480-5100.

2017 Dodge Challeng-
er, grey with racing stripe. 
$24k. Call 601-880-3237.

For Sale: 3BD/2BA 
Home with 2,560 sq. ft. 
Sits on 1 & 1/2 lots on 
dead end with privacy 
woods on 3 sides. Ask-
ing $180,000. Contact: 
lucindawnichols@gmail.
com, call 601-527-7829 or 
601-917-6145.

For Rent: 2 BD/1 ½ BA 
1100 square foot home in 
Dalewood with main lake 
access. Asking $1300 a 
month. Email: rosscande-
loproperties@gmail.com 
for information..

For Rent: Lake Cabin 

near NAS Meridian. 1 
BD/1 BA; $700 month. Un-
furnished. 

For Rent:For Rent:  3BD, 2BA 
home with washer/dryer, 
wifi, lawn service and wa-
ter included. $1500/month. 
Call 601-917-8594.

For Rent: 3BD/2BA 
private gated home with 
2-car garage in West Lau-
derdale; 15 minutes from 
the base. Call 601-737-
4569 or 601-934-0739.

For Rent: 2BD/1.5BA 
Home at 3702 Rollins Dr, 
Lauderdale in Dalewood. 
2136 sq ft on a .29 acres 
lot. Beautiful newly reno-

vated single family home.  
Call 973-876-5006.

For Rent: 2BD/1.5BA 
single family home in 
Dalewood - fully renovat-
ed. Fenced in back yard 
with boat slip & pier. Pets 
allowed. Pet deposit $300. 
$1,300 rent per month. 
Call 973-876-5006.

For Sale By Owner: 
3BD/3BA brick home with 
sunroom, large fenced in 
yard. Convenient to shop-
ping and base. $139K. 
Call 601-513-3395 or 601-
227-1870.

Event Space for Rent: 
Deer Creek Banquet Hall. 
6000 sq. ft. indoor with 
1600 sq. ft. outdoor spac-
es for rent for gatherings 
and events. Call Reginald 
at 251-455-1559.

Service for hire: Dixie 
Lawn LLC, lawn care in 
Meridian. Call 850-376-
4499. Military owned com-
pany.

To submit an item to 
the “Sale...Or” column, 
e-mail adam.prince@

navy.mil. Deadline is the 
Wednesday prior to 

publication.

AUTOMOBILES, ETC.

HOMES/APARTMENTS

MISCELLANEOUS

BOATS/CAMPERS/TRAILERS
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USS Cooperstown is 
commissioned in New York

 The U.S. Navy commissioned its 
newest Freedom-variant littoral combat 
ship, USS Cooperstown (LCS 23) May 8, 
2023, in New York City, New York.
	 Cooperstown	 is	 the	 first	 naval	 ship	
named after Cooperstown, New York 
and honors the 70 Hall of Famers who 
served the United States during war-
time	in	a	range	of	conflicts	spanning	the	
Civil War, World War I, World War II, 
and the Korean War.
 “I am pleased to be here in my home-
town of New York City to commission 
the Navy’s newest littoral combat ship, 
USS Cooperstown,” said Secretary of the 
Navy Carlos Del Toro. “LCS 23 honors 
the baseball greats, who in service of our 

Nation,	sacrificed	their	baseball	careers	
for	 us.	 I	 have	 full	 confidence	 that	 the	
officers	and	crew	of	this	great	ship	will	
continue to honor their legacy.”
 Major League Baseball Hall of Fame 
player and manager, Joe Torre, was the 
ceremony’s principle speaker and high-
lighted the ship’s ties with the namesake 
service members.
 “It is critical that we honor the legacy 
of these Hall of Famers, not just for what 
they	did	on	the	field,	but	for	what	they	
sacrificed	 and	 what	 they	 accomplished	
off	 the	field.	Their	 legacy	 lives	 on	with	
the USS Cooperstown and with the Sail-
ors here today and in the years to come.”

-- From Ensign Nicko West, Commander, 
Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Read more, click here

SURFLANT hosts Commander’s 
Training Symposium

 Rear Adm. Brendan McLane, com-
mander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic 
(SURFLANT), hosted a bi-annual, two-
day Commander’s Training Symposium 
onboard Joint Expeditionary Base Lit-
tle Creek, April 25-26.
 The conference provided a venue for 
leaders to focus on the symposium’s key 
topics and an opportunity for McLane to 
bring waterfront leaders together to dis-
cuss future challenges and ways to sup-
port the North Star 75 initiative. This 
is a goal for 75 mission-capable ships, 
“ready on any given day” according to 
Vice Adm. Roy Kitchener, Commander, 
Naval Surface Forces, and Commander, 
Naval	Surface	Force	U.S.	Pacific	Fleet.

 “The Surface Force is focused on get-
ting ready,” McLane said. “We clearly 
have this drumbeat now. The over-
arching theme of this symposium is 
three aspects; the ‘Get Real, Get Better’ 
initiative	 for	 our	 fleet,	 our	 command	
leadership getting their ships ready, 
and	finally	getting	real	about	the	global	
security environment.”
 More than 150 surface leaders, in-
cluding	 flag	 officers,	 commanding	 offi-
cers,	 executive	 officers,	 senior	 enlisted	
leaders and SURFLANT staff members, 
gathered	to	discuss	a	litany	of	warfight-
ing readiness topics.  
  -- From MC1 Jacob Milham,

SURFLANT Public Affairs

Read more, click here

Coast Guard seizes $30 million in drugs 
with international task force

 A U.S. Coast Guard fast response 
cutter seized more than $30 million of 
heroin and methamphetamine from 
a	 fishing	 vessel	 transiting	 the	 Gulf	 of	
Oman, May 8.
 Operating in support of Combined 
Task Force (CTF) 150, USCGC Glen 
Harris	(WPC	1144)	seized	580	kilograms	
of methamphetamine and 35 kilograms 
of heroin from a vessel transiting inter-
national waters. CTF 150 is one of four 
task forces that form the world’s largest 
multinational naval partnership, Com-

bined Maritime Forces.
 Naval forces supporting CTF 150 
have seized illegal drugs worth a com-
bined estimated U.S. street value of 
nearly $200 million in 2023.
 Glen Harris arrived in the Middle 
East last year and operates from the 
U.S. Navy base in Bahrain where CMF 
is headquartered with U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command and U.S. 5th 
Fleet.
  -- From U.S. Naval Central Forces

 Command Public Affairs

Read more, click here
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https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3387404/us-coast-guard-seizes-30-million-in-drugs-with-international-task-force/
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 In grade school, our teachers taught 
us that tree stumps weren’t just for 
playing jacks. Truth be told, I’d place 
earthworms I’d dug up on the stump 
in front of my 
childhood house. 
While they 
wriggled in the 
sunlight, I’d chop 
each one into 
smaller pieces 
with a sharp rock, 
as if the stump 
was a big cutting 
board. I wasn’t an 
earthworm serial 
killer. I believed 
that each severed 
piece regenerated 
into a new worm, 
and thus, I was 
improving the ecosystem.
 Regardless of the heinous acts I un-
knowingly committed back then, all kids 
learned that the rings on tree stumps 
represented each year in that tree’s life. 
The light bands of cambium cells rep-
resent rapid growth in spring, and the 
dark bands indicate slower growth each 
fall. 
 Our teachers said that the rings 
determine non only age, but also sig-

nificant	events	in	that	tree’s	life.	Thick,	
even rings show years of good health 
and abundant resources. Narrow rings, 
uneven bands, and scars can indicate 
drought, low sunlight, plague, disease, 
fire,	pests,	or	injury.		
 By reading the rings on cross-section 
of trunk, we know when a tree was 
happy and when it was stressed. The 
rings tell the story of a tree’s life. 
 As I sit at my computer with a cup 
of coffee that I’ve microwaved several 
times because it keeps going cold, I 
see the big Norway maple in our yard. 
Through the window, the tips of its 
branches are a hue of chartreuse, be-
cause its buds are forming the green-
ish-yellow	flowers	that	will	produce	
whirligigs that will spin down to invade 
my shrubs and garden. It’s a tenacious 
tree, an intruder that insists on rooting 
where it doesn’t belong. 
 I wonder, if I sliced off a chunk of 
my elbow or kneecap, would scientists 
be able to read my rings and know my 
life? With a sudden rush of sympathy 
for all those poor earthworms I chopped 
up long ago, I realize that harvesting 
a cross-section of my limbs would be 
extremely painful. 
 However, if humans did have rings, 
I imagine that the trunk of a military 

spouse would tell quite a story. There 
would be dramatic ups and downs, mo-
ments of upheaval, pride, self-discovery, 
loneliness, strength, and sadness. There 
would be clear evidence that the mili-
tary spouse lived through regular peri-
ods of extreme stress, but also thrived. 
 Under a microscope, the early rings of 
my cross-section would indicate that I 
was a naive military spouse whose utter 
happiness was based on her unrealis-
tic expectations. The bands of sapling 
growth would be thick and thriving in 
those early years, out of pure ignorance 
of what was to come.
 But soon, uneven rings would appear, 
revealing that the realities of military 
life brought watch hours, loneliness, 
miscarriage, the divorce of her parents, 
her toddler’s autism diagnosis. The 
bands tell a tale of stress, but the tree 
perseveres, laying down ring after ring, 
year after year. 
 After an overseas tour, the tree takes 
root in Virginia, where she is deter-
mined to build her heartwood, a tree’s 
inner pillar of strength. With three kids 
and countless sports practices, laundry 
baskets, therapy appointments, diaper 
changes, chicken nuggets, scout meet-
ings, dog walks, school functions and 
floors	to	mop,	she	finds	her	groove	out	

of necessity while her husband works, 
travels and deploys. 
 It is a period of incredible growth for 
the tree, and thus, her family. Whether 
she knows it or not, she is key and es-
sential. Her husband and children could 
not thrive without her. She is a source of 
strength, nurturing and encouragement 
from which they feed, like water, earth 
and sunlight.
 In the years that follow, more rings 
appear, some bands showing signs of 
stress from moving, loneliness, moth-
ering teens, military retirement, job 
searching,	and	financial	issues.	Through	
it all, she survives, becoming sturdy and 
resilient.
 Today, she stands permanently on 
a plot of earth in New England, her 
husband no longer active duty and her 
adult children having whirlygigged 
away on their own. Like the Norway 
maple, her branches creak in the wind, 
but her rings speak the truth that her 
heartwood is strong as steel and her 
roots run deep. 

Lisa Smith Molinari’s self syndicated columns appear 
on her blog, www.themeatandpotatoesoflife.com and 
she recently co-authored Stories Around the Table: 
Laughter, Wisdom, and Strength in Military Life Follow 
Lisa@MolinariWrites.

Reading rings of the tree of military life

Molinari

COLUMN

GSA Grainger Open House
May 23, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Open House Event

Vendor Supplier Booths

Lunch Served

Fall Protection LIVE 

On-Site Safety Demo 10:30 a.m. 

Location:
GSA 4PL Public Works Store

Grainger Branch K64
229 Allen Rd Bldg 424

NAS Meridian, MS 39309

______________________________
Contact: Maura Gray/Rachel Bergeron 

MISSNOLA4PL@grainger.com
Ph: 785-386-2738

_____________________________

By Rebecca Kheel
Military.com

 A bipartisan group of senators is pushing to overhaul 
how	 the	 U.S.	 handles	 classified	 information,	 an	 effort	
spurred partly by the recent alleged leaks of top secret 
Pentagon documents on an internet forum by an Air Na-
tional Guardsman.
 The package of bills unveiled Wednesday by Senate 
Intelligence Committee Chairman Mark Warner, D-Va., 
and other senators from both parties takes aim at over-
classification,	which	senators	say	impedes	the	ability	to	
protect truly sensitive information, and insider threats 
exemplified	by	 the	criminal	 charges	against	 the	Massa-
chusetts airman, who had a clearance and access.
 “We’ve got a byzantine, bizarre, bureaucratic system 
that has not kept up with the times,” Warner said at a 
news conference unveiling the proposal. “Consequently, 
we continue to vastly overclassify huge amounts of infor-
mation, while at the same time not fully protecting our 
nation’s most important secrets.”
	 “We’ve,	as	a	matter	of	 fact,	so	overclassified	that	our	
military	 has	 said	 that	 that	 level	 of	 overclassification	
leads to a hindrance of working smoothly with our allies 
around the world,” he said.
 Senators have been working on the proposal for 
months,	first	driven	by	 the	discovery	 of	 classified	docu-
ments	 in	 the	homes	and	private	offices	of	 former	Presi-
dent Donald Trump, President Joe Biden and former Vice 
President Mike Pence.
But the effort grew more urgent after the revelation that 
a 21-year-old Air National Guardsman allegedly printed 
out	 reams	 of	 classified	 documents	 and	 posted	 them	 on-
line, divulging secret U.S. assessments about the war in 
Ukraine and actions of American allies and adversaries 

alike.
 Airman 1st Class Jack Teixeira, who worked in an IT 
job and held a top secret security clearance, has been ar-
rested and charged with violations of the Espionage Act 
over	allegations	that	he	spent	months	posting	classified	
information to a social media platform called Discord.
 Teixeira is next scheduled to appear in court Thursday 
afternoon for his detention hearing, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s	Office	for	the	District	of	Massachusetts.
	 Documents	 that	 prosecutors	filed	 in	 support	 of	 their	
motion to keep him detained for the duration of his trial 
allege he has a history of making violent, racist threats, 
including an incident that resulted in his suspension 
from high school -- raising questions about whether red 
flags	came	up	during	vetting	processes	to	enlist	and	ob-
tain a security clearance.
	 Defense	officials	have	launched	a	series	of	reviews	and	
investigations in the wake of Teixeira’s arrest, including 
a	45-day	review	ordered	by	Defense	Secretary	Lloyd	Aus-
tin	of	how	 the	Pentagon	handles	 classified	 information.	
Austin	ordered	the	review	in	mid-April,	meaning	the	45-

day deadline is nearing.
The Senate proposal, which is composed of two separate 
bills, would mandate “minimum standards” for insider 
threat programs across the federal government “so that 
trusted insiders cannot walk undetected out of govern-
ment buildings with our most closely guarded secrets,” 
according to a summary of the proposal.
 The minimum standards would include appointing se-
nior	officials	at	every	government	agency	with	access	to	
classified	 information	 to	 oversee	 an	 insider	 threat	 pro-
gram,	 monitoring	 user	 activity	 on	 classified	 networks,	
building an analytical program to assess the information 
gleaned from monitoring user activity, and providing an-
nual insider threat training, according to the bill text.
 “We’ve seen the failure of those insider threat pro-
grams with the recent incident of Airman Teixeira,” War-
ner said. “There are ways that you can make sure you 
monitor how many copies are being made. There are ways 
to better make sure people are not walking off with docu-
ments. There are ways to make sure that even if you see 
a document you only see a header, but not the content.”
 The proposal also takes steps to curb the number of 
people with security clearances by directing federal agen-
cies to study the necessity of the number and types of se-
curity	clearances,	according	to	the	summary.	More	than	4	
million people have some form of security clearance right 
now, senators said.
 Too many people having security clearances is anoth-
er	consequence	of	overclassification,	 the	senators	at	 the	
news conference said.
	 “When	4	million	people	have	a	right	to	have	access	to	
something, it seems like it’s hardly a secret,” said Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas.

Democrats and Republicans unite to reform classification system

Read more, click here

“When 4 million people have 
a right to have access to 

something, it seems like it’s 
hardly a secret.”

 —  Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.

24/7 confidential crisis support for active duty, 
veterans and their loved ones

If you’re a service member in crisis or concerned about one, 
contact the Veterans Crisis Line to reach caring, trained responders 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

DIAL 988 
then PRESS 1

TEXT
838255

Chat online at 
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat
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You’re not alone – the Veterans Crisis Line is 
open to all service members and veterans.

Scan the QR code to visit the 
Veterans Crisis Line website.

T E A R  O F F  A N D  TA K E

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/05/10/after-pentagon-leak-democrats-and-republicans-unite-reform-classification-system.html


The Skyline ~ May 11, 2023 5

NAS Meridian, MS • Morale, Welfare and Recreation
Facility Phone Numbers

Fitness Center 679-2379 
Liberty Center  679-3760 
Tickets  679-3773
McCain Rec Center  679-2651
Equipment Rental     679-2609 

Library                    679-2326
Rudders Pub & Grill 679-2780
CDC/CDH  679-2652
SAC   679-5252
School Liaison 679-2473

MWR Admin. 679-2551
MWR Jobs Line  679-2467

POST-SEASON SWIM WILL BEGIN AUGUST 1ST.
THE POOL WILL BE OPEN FOR LAP SWIM FROM 1100-1400 ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY (NO REC SWIM).

YOGA CLASSES
WEDNESDAYS • 1200 • FITNESS CENTER

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

WEEKLY GROUP RUNS ARE FOR EVERYONE. ALL PACES ARE WELCOME! COME MEET 
OTHER RUNNERS AND GET ENCOURAGEMENT, ACCOUNTABILITY AND CONFIDENCE. 

RUNS WILL BE 2-5 MILES ON AVERAGE (LONGER IF REQUESTED).
RUNS WILL BEGIN FROM IN FRONT OF THE FITNESS CENTER.

WEEKLY GROUP

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

RUNS TUESDAYS & 
THURSDAYS
1500-1600

CORNHOLE
TOURNAMENT

MAY 14 • 1100 • OUTDOOR PAVILION BY RUDDERS

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

GO HEAD-TO-HEAD AS TEAMS OF TWO IN A ROUND ROBIN TOURNEY.
TOP THREE TEAMS WILL RECEIVE AWARDS. ACO RULES WILL BE USED.

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Painting with Friends
May 22 • 1400 • Liberty Center

BRING A FRIEND FOR A CINCO DE MAYO-THEMED PAINTING SESSION, WITH ALL
MATERIALS PROVIDED. SIGN UP AT LIBERTY’S FRONT DESK TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

SWIM LESSONS
SESSION  1: JUNE  6-30       SESSION  2: JULY  5-AUGUST  1

Course: Age: Days: Time:
Parent/Child Ages 6mo-3yrs Monday/Wednesday 1115-1145

Preschool Level 1 Ages 4-5 Monday/Wednesday 1200-1230
Preschool Levels 2-3 Ages 4-5 Monday/Wednesday 1245-1315

Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1330-1400
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1500-1530
Learn to Swim Levels 5-6 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1545-1615
Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1715-1745
Adults (Free to Active Duty) Ages 13+ Monday/Wednesday 1800-1830

Course: Age: Days: Time:
Parent/Child Ages 6mo-3yrs Tuesday/Thursday 1115-1145

Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1200-1230
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1245-1315

Preschool Level 1 Ages 4-5 Tuesday/Thursday 1330-1400
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1500-1530

Preschool Levels 2-3 Ages 4-5 Tuesday/Thursday 1545-1615
Adults (Free to Active Duty) Ages 13+ Tuesday/Thursday 1715-1745
Learn to Swim Levels 5-6 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1800-1830

Course: Age: Days: Time:
Parent/Child Ages 6mo-3yrs Monday/Wednesday 1115-1145

Preschool Level 1 Ages 4-5 Monday/Wednesday 1200-1230
Preschool Levels 2-3 Ages 4-5 Monday/Wednesday 1245-1315

Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1330-1400
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1500-1530
Learn to Swim Levels 5-6 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1545-1615
Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Monday/Wednesday 1715-1745
Adults (Free to Active Duty) Ages 13+ Monday/Wednesday 1800-1830

Course: Age: Days: Time:
Parent/Child Ages 6mo-3yrs Tuesday/Thursday 1115-1145

Learn to Swim Levels 1-2 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1200-1230
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1245-1315

Preschool Level 1 Ages 4-5 Tuesday/Thursday 1330-1400
Learn to Swim Levels 3-4 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1500-1530

Preschool Levels 2-3 Ages 4-5 Tuesday/Thursday 1545-1615
Adults (Free to Active Duty) Ages 13+ Tuesday/Thursday 1715-1745
Learn to Swim Levels 5-6 Ages 6-12 Tuesday/Thursday 1800-1830

LESSONS WILL BE LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS/LESSON. A PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST BE IN THE WATER IF THEIR CHILD IS UNABLE TO
STAND UP IN THE POOL OR MANAGE INDEPENDENTLY. MAKEUP LESSONS WILL BE HELD ON FRIDAYS (SESSION 1: JUNE 10, JUNE 17, JUNE 24

& JULY 1 / SESSION 2: JULY 8, JULY 15, JULY 22, JULY 29). MAKEUP LESSONS WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR NO CALLS/NO SHOWS.

REGISTRATION CAN BE COMPLETED AT THE McCAIN RECREATION CENTER FOR $50/SESSION (8 LESSONS),
AND $25/SESSION FOR EACH ADDITIONAL CHILD. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (601) 679-3384.

SKEET RANGE
CALL (601) 679-2526

MEMORIAL DAY 
POOL PARTY

MAY 28 • 1900 • AQUATICS CENTER POOL

*THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY DOES
NOT ENDORSE ANY COMPANY, SPONSOR

OR THEIR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES.

SPONSORED BY:

KICK OFF THE SWIM SEASON WITH DRINKS AND A DIVE-IN MOVIE!
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NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

NOVEMBER

PUTT-PUTT
CHALLENGE

Join us for this month-long 
Putt-Putt event.  Prizes will 
be awarded to the overall 
winners.  See Community 
Rec for additional details.

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

PAINTING
WITH FRIENDS

NOVEMBER 13 • 1400 • LIBERTY CENTER
BRING A FRIEND TO A WINTER-THEMED PAINTING SESSION, WITH ALL MATERIALS PROVIDED.

navymwrmeridian.com

THANKSGIVING
WREATH MAKING

Bring your family and friends to MAKE YOUR OWN 

Thanksgiving WREATH (ALL SUPPLIES PROVIDED).

November 16 . 1700 - 2000 
McCain Rec center

navymwrmeridian.comnavymwrmeridian.com

Dart Leagues
Soft tip - Wednesdays 1700-1900 (starting Nov 2)

Steel tip - Mondays 1600-2000 (starting Nov 7)

Contact McCain Recreation Center for more details

Disc Golf
CALL (601) 679-2526

SKEET RANGE
CALL (601) 679-2526

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

NOV 20 • 0900 • LIBERTY CENTER
ADULT COLORING BOOKS AND ALL OTHER SUPPLIES WILL BE PROVIDED.

REST, RELAX AND RECHARGE WITH 
SOME COLORING AND DRAWING

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Bring a friend to our outdoor painting party! 
All materials will be provided while 

supplies last!
*Will move inside if inclement weather occurs*

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Painting 
with Friends

May 21st l 1800 l Liberty Center

Under the Sky

Drive-in Movie
MAY 26TH • 1900 • FIELD BY BUILDING 216 

(ON HIGLEY RD BEFORE THE NEX GAS STATION)

THIS EVENT WILL BE MOVED INSIDE THE McCAIN REC CENTER IF MADE NECESSARY DUE TO WEATHER

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COMNAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Wildflower 
Story Time

May 17th Z 1000 Z Library

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Driving Range
Call (601) 679-2526

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Mother’s Day 
Arts & Crafts

May 14 l 1300 l Liberty

Calling all our 
Junior Sailor & Marine moms! 

Spend your Mother’s Day with us by 
making a no-sew pillow!

 Materials will be provided.

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

Mississippi Braves
Baseball Trip

May 27th l 1530 l Pearl, MS

Sign up at the McCain Recreation Center 
May 18-25th for $25 (NON-REFUNDABLE!) 

The van will depart from the McCain Rec. Center at 1530!
Call 601-679-2526 for more info.

NAVYMWRMERIDIAN.COM

https://www.navymwrmeridian.com/

